Infroduction to Elementary School /
Junior High School Environments

A basic rundown of the Japanese public school
system and a brief look at what school life is like
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Overview

» Preschool / Kindergarten

» Elementary School
» Junior High School __
» High School

» Higher Education __

Technical Colleges
— and job training
programs are

also possible

(Ex: University, Graduate/Doctoral Programs)
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Compulsory Education in Japan

Grade 1st 2nd | 3rd | 4th | 5th | éth | 1st | 2nd | 3rd | 1st | 2nd srd

Compulsory Education

;;;?:;‘::;n Elementary School Ju;:i:c;-lrol-::;gh High School
» Elementary school » High school and
and junior high technical schools
school are are NOT
compulsory. compulsory.
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Spring Wacation
. . April
Academic Year in Japan
__________________________________________________________________________________ May
School year begins in one irst term
April
.p . . July
First term: April until July -
' . August Ummer
» Summer vacation in August Vacation
Second term: September September
until December Ociober
» Winter vacation overmber ~ecend fenm
Third tferm: January until
December
March
Winter wacation
School is out for the year, Janvary
and spring vacation February | Third ferm
begins! \/ March _ _
Spring Wacation

» Each city has its own schedule, so it is possible yours may be different




Assembly
School Lunch

School Cleaning

School Clubs

Entrance Ceremony
Sports Day

Drama / Play

Art Exhibitions
School Trips

Open School

Graduation Ceremony
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Typical Day at Elementary School:

6* Lessons per day, 45 minutes each

Short recess between 2"9 and 3@ period classes
School lunch after 4™ period

Recess and school cleaning after lunch
Affernoon classes

Homeroom at the beginning and end of the
day

*Many schools will have certain days where
younger students go home earlier
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Typical Day at Junior High School:

6* Lessons per day, 50 minutes each
School lunch after 4™ period
Short recess after lunch or committee meetings

Afternoon classes
Cleaning after recess OR after classes end

Club activities

*When there are special events, there may only
be 5 classes, and class fimes may be shorter. It is
important to know your school schedules!
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Elementary School & Junior High School Etiquette:

HRTs & JTEs are very busy, and must be with the
students most of the day

» Before/after school and recess periods are the best
times to meet

» Cleaning time is for cleaning, so this is not a good
time 1o meet

Your relationship with the HRTs & JTEs influences:

» How students feel about communicating in English
Model positive communication in front of students

» Your input level and participation in lesson planning
Build up trust and work together

; '''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' é BORDERLINK



School in Japan: Don't

Put your hands in your pockets
Sit on desks (It Is used to eat lunch)
Write names in red

Gesture thumibs down

Gesture swiping in front of your neck

Point with one finger at students or teachers
Play hangman / bomb type games

Bring water/drinks to class
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Japan School Dos:

Model the language and communicate with the HRT
IN front of your students

Use games and songs with ES students

Be flexible with plans — what works for one age
group may not work for another.

Know student inferests (what do they like?)

Get involved outside of class:
» Check papers

» Make materials and activities

» Interact with students

» Y¢Be proactive

Japanese teachers may not directly ask you to do things
because of cultural norms.
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Japanese Education System

MEXT guidelines

I Everything you need to get started with understanding schools and
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MEXT 2021 and beyond

What is MEXT<¢
One of the official ministries of the Japanese
government, that manages and regulates education
in Japan.

What does the acronym stand fore
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology.

Why is MEXT important for ALTs to know aboute
MEXT sets the curriculum guidelines for schools and
teachers.

2021 officially starts the “New" English curriculum in

Japanese public schools.

Three-year transition is finished (but still ongoing)
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MEXT Subjects 2021

Elementary School Junior High School
Subjects Subjects
» Japanese language » Japanese language
» Social Studies » Social Studies
»  Arithmetic »  Mathematics
» Science/Living Environment studies » Science
» Arts and crafts »  Music
» Home economics » Art
» Physical Education » Health & Physical Education
» Foreign language » Technology and Home Economics
(for 5™ and é™ grade) » Foreign Language

« Since 2020 in Elementary school, English has been treated as a subject!
Title changed from gaikokugo katsudou to gaikokugo ka

* HRTs evaluate the students (term finals / standardized test)
ALTs may be asked to help with this

« JHS students will have NEW textlbooks for 2021

» Continuing fransition in both ES and JHS - flexibility will be key



Continuing Focus for 2021:
Elementary School Grades 3 &4 /1 & 2

Grades 3 & 4

» 35 lessons per year (~1 per week)
Minimum of 15 lessons per year during the transition period

» Still considered an activity
(4+ EFEVEE) — gaikokugo katsudou)

Grades 1 & 2
» Variable lesson numbers depending on the city

Important Nofe:

In grades 1-4, English is an activity, not an official subject
This means students will NOT be evaluated



English Activity Books: Grades 3 & 4
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Continving Focus for 2021:
Elementary School Grades 5 &6

Writing
» 5 Grade: emphasis on copying familiar vocabulary
» 6™ Grade: emphasis on sentences

Important Nofte:

» Students are NOT evaluated on spelling
» Stroke order will be consistent with current US standards

Reading

» 5™ Grade: exposure to written language

» 6" Grade: phonetic based (using rhyming words)
Important Nofte:

» Reading passages at the end of each unit are a review of
the words and language used in the unit
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Elementary School Textbooks
for 5" and 6™ Grade
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New/Continuing Focus 2021:
Junior High School

Continuing focus on increased interaction:

» Intfegrating 4 Skills

(reading / writing / listening / speaking)
» “All English” classroom environment
» Presentations

Continuing Expansion of Language
» Opinions (Why?¢ Because...)

» Ownership of the language

» Debates

New Grammar

» Filtering down from high school
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New/Continuing Focus 2021:
Junior High School

Goals for 319 Grade Graduates

» Students encouraged to meet certain milestones
INn standardized testing/evaluations to be on track
to meet high school requirements.

EIKEN — Level 3 (san kyuu)

CEFR — AT
(Common European Framework of Reference for Language)

GTEC - Core (or sometimes Basic) level

JTEs and Students will increasingly have
these benchmarks in mind when creating
curriculums and tests.
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Junior High School Textbooks
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PROGRAM

Did You Enjoy Your Vacation?

@) FrnmeEREIOBRERL, BEOTLERRBEILED.

Basic Dialog

|

AEDNTEERIEREG (DA
MFEF+-eld) RHEDIC. T
AR T ZRAEES T
HHNET,

(@ What did you do last Sunday?
G I went to Kyoto with my friends.
(@ Did you take any pictures? o, j

} i re.
@ Yes. 1took a lot of pictures the B e aT-Ri1Gs

—

@ 3ODHELNNT, TATARBICESBREEUELLS.
Listen . vacation
1 ) 2. ) 3.( ) [veikéiton]
a ook [tuk]
2 (take DA EE)

@ | caught[ko:t}
(cotch D#LFE)
saw [so:]

(see MK
panda [panda)
go fishing

BIcH 5L, EORCDVTHELEL £,

(@) A: Did you go to the zoo last Sunday?
8: Yes. 1 went to the zoo. I had a good fime.

go to the park / last Wednesday
go fishing / last Saturday
take a lot of pictures / yesterday

| WORD BOX

@ last Friday
last night
@ make (»made) dinner
go (»went) cycing
A PYLFIHL
| eal (bate) sushi

S e PN

Q@ MickBL. MOBKZELATECDVTALBEMELEL &S,

(@) A: What did you do ,yesterday?
B: 1 ,went to the park with my friends.

IHEERDBLEADE | @
LT HED, X

[ FFR, R FRT Y » FAEICROE L !
yuki: Did you enjoy your vacation?
Ms. Wood: Yes. I went to Kyoto last Sunday. G e
rock [rak]
vuki: You did? What did you see there? fociiaaal
[tradiian]]
Ms. Wood: 1 saw a karesansui garden for the first time. |for the first time
: yuki: A karesansui garden?
Ms. Wood: Yes. It's a Japanese-style rock garden. It's very Rilok
i ) KEEDRTVEOE
traditional. I took a lot of pictures. Here they @ oz&. @vwarty
KOBBEERUET,
are. =
vuki: Wow, beautiful! Did you eat any Kyoto dishes?
o Ms. Wood: Yes. I had yudofu and dengaku in Arashiyama.

@ 1. Did Ms. Wood go to Kyoto last Sunday?
2. What dishes did she have in Arashiyama?

‘%‘ 1. AXFTHREBELTVSHEZAZEHN LTTHRESISEL £,
2. What time did you get up this morning?

@& saw ball / go know
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Principles Behind the Borderlink Educational Materials

Transmission of
contents that are

one's own
thoughts.

Sense of
accomplishment

Effective
paftern
practice

Conversational
exchange in
scenarios

Desire fo
communicate

Cevision ety Booklet JHS Debate Booklet 1
evision=5i e y-side English and ~—— || Focus towards student-oriented classes
Japanese is easy to use !
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@ Side-by-side English and Japanese

is easy to use !

p

Established an icon corresponding
to the four skills (listening, speaking,

reading, and writing).

The activity's difficulty level is
listed as one of three levels:
Basic/Intermediate/Advanced

|
s/u |

We met the
request from

teachers!

One activity is expanded,

listing variations.

Scategories

S/L/

/ W*

Procedure

Materials

Level

—_— *
4 Corners 40—+ —X vk 4 Corners
ERORE L LRI Procedure Materials Level
1 EOT—JFBHAERL. J7y A ERE LRI MEb., -5y ah—F 1. Fiashcards are placed around the room. One sfudent stands af fhe |- Flashcards
REIAERICHT, BZH RETIND10ERAICHLTHZ 5. - £AF—T/T TRk front with their eyes closed and counts to ten aloud. Tape/magnets
2. ZOMI=b DRI+ (2 B UBIERIELERE D) ITySah—F EIHGR 2. While the student counts, the class moves to stand next fo
U BALITy K DS, EWITVHEREGIAS0ETHE & flashcards. After counting, the student in front says a vocabulary
D15, ITL AN —K DREEIDRY, BT, £ ON—FORCIZToT B lword and eliminates the students standing at that card. B
| OREIRS 58 " e . 3. Repeat, changing the student at the front, until one student is left in
3. EEIY D REERRLEND, BY1~38 (T DETEMEMYET . N e four corners. ES
.
: 20 Questions S/L/n/
20 Questions 200D B s/
Materials Level
b LRIV
ERONE H 4 1. Students gef info groups of four and number fhemselves. Student 1 |- None

1 EFEIFANEEDY, TIL—T DA A—IZ1D DADFES ERD . 1BEDERE
FHEOHMH T ERENOBE (FBAFEFrI05—D LA £H<
2 1BDEFRBHEICRY, T L—TOMD A A —DEOERISH L Tyes (IX
L) HLLIEno (LWWR) DHEFE-TEZ S,

3. F =T DD A2 1" —(FHHEE LTI, 0/ UNTIEDELEITHR
ETHENTED,

ALT /4 ETERL, TERILS"
EdL, S—APIRTSELLLLSIC, i
LLr

SFE FoT¢
5.

7L

R

from each group leaves the room, and is told the name of a famous

person/character.

2. When the group of student 1s returns, they answer their group's

questions using only yes/no.

3. The students ry to guess who the famous person/character s in less

than 20 questions.

- The ALT can provide categories for types of questions ussfulfor the garme. A
is required dom't

give hints or cheat. You can alio get the students fo make suggestions fo fhe fomous

lpeope.

JHS

1. Divide a sheet of paper
each.

2. Sts fill their spaces with 1
*use pictures for younger

ions, choosing a category for

t fit the categories.
s, and words for older Sts

- Paper

MIX

Variafion: Alphabet

Connecting elementary and junior
high school knowledge through a

shared edition, with references for
target schools written side-by-side.

1. Divide Sts into lunch groups, one St from each team coming to the
front of the room.

2. When the HRT/ALTsays “gol" Sts take an alphabet card (face-
down) from the HRT/ALT's desk.

3. The first St who can say a word which starts with their letter
correctly wins a point for their team.

4. Sts swap places with a new challenger from their lunch group to
repeat the process.

5. After every St has a chance to participate, the team with the most
points wins.

- Set of alphabet
flashcards

MIX

Variafion: Groups

1. Write four categories on the blackboard, while groups of Sts stand
at the back of the classroom. Each St receives three flashcards of
words fitting the categories on the board.

2. The HRT/ALT calls out a category and Sts race to put their cards on

3. Only the first St who correctly places their card may leave their
card on the board.
4. The first group able to get rid of all their cards first wins.

- Various sets of
flashcards




Tools:

- Debate

Includes worksheet example.

Grade ( ) Class { )} Number ( ) Name ( )]

Topic: Dogs are better pets than cats.
Aim:

Introduction: What is debate?
Topic: Dogs are betier pets than cafs]

Afﬁrmmiua Neéa'hua
m M M m

Ral  Sas

= L L
II*II IOIIOIII-'II

Mini Discussion in the class: Let's Make Strong Reasons!
Tips:

; ffirmai
1) Logical and supports your posifion 14+1=2 affirmarve BEH

negative HEM
2) Specific and clear - ogicol WYL
° m a specific AL
3) Reasonable and convincing b 6 convincing BB ADSE
evidence E#

4) Based on evidence

EX) Topic: Living in the country is better than living in the city.

Strong affirmative reasons

® The country is quieter.

® Fruits and vegetables are cheaper
in the country.

® Rent is cheaper in the country.

Strong negative reasons

® Transportation is inconvenient in
the country.

® There are no jobs in the country.

® YYou can't practice English in the
country.

Weak Affirmative reasons Weak negative reasons

® [ like the country. ® Idon'like the country.

® The country makes people happy. [® It smells bad in the country.

® My family lives in the country. ® There are not rental stores in the
country.

JHS Debate Grade 3 G3T1A Sts

Dogs are better
pets than cats.
(Affirmative / Negative)

S

[ Remember. Is it logical? [s it specific and clear? [s it convincing? Can you find evidence? |

Stepd] Individual Activity & Presentation

Please write your 2 reasons. Share together with the class!

Agree or Disagree
Topi -
opic Circle one 2 Reasons
*
Dogs are Agree
better pets N
than cats. Disagree

We (agree / disagree) that (dogs are betfer pefs than cats).

Qur first reason is that

QOur second reason is that

JHS Debate Grade 3 G3T1A Sts
Copyright @ 2020 BORDERLINK, INC




Continuing Focus 2021:
Supporting Students & Teachers

What we can do:

» Give every opportunity for students & teachers to
communicate in English.

» Create opportunities for natural communication.

» Have students think about the language being used
and to support their answers/ideas. Make use of ‘Why¢’

Working w/ Japanese Teachers:

» Understand the needs of the feachers w/ the addition
of the new elements in the program.

Work together with the teachers and don’t push too much. Be
flexible! Not everything needs to be done this year.

» Support teachers with their use of the language.
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Let’s get ready for classes!
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